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Agenda

1) Welcome and approval of the minutes of last POL WG meeting (25.11.21) – 2.5’

2) Latest EU and international policy developments – INFORMATION – 12.5’

a. Horizon Europe

b. ERA & Pact for R&I

c. Clean Hydrogen Partnership

d. EU taxonomy

e. EU Gas Package

f. EU Carbon Strategy

g. Guidelines on state aid for environmental protection and energy

3) Tour de table: What are members currently working on in their respective organizations, especially with relevance to the EU and 

international policy agenda? - DISCUSSION – 12.5’

4) SUPEERA Developments – DISCUSSION – 20’

5) EERA Strategy Working Group: Update on Task Forces – INFORMATION – 20’

6) Open consultations – DISCUSSION – 2.5’

7) For your agendas – INFORMATION – 2.5’

8) AOB – 2.5’



1) Welcome and approval of the 
minutes
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Draft minutes – POL WG 25.11.21



2) Latest EU and international 
policy developments
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Horizon Europe

The European Commission has increased the budget for the 5 HEU Missions. It will make available €673 

million, channelling the new funds to 19 research calls

The Commission is also looking for experts to advise on the HEU Missions. Each Mission Board shall consist of 

up to 15 independent high-level individuals with excellent expertise in serving public authorities and citizens, and 

in combining public and/or private funding. Applications are open until February 02, 17h00 CET

A survey conducted among researchers showed that many respondents reported:

Struggles in defining impact

Uncertainty about third countries association

Lack of clarity about new features

Issues on the submission platform

The EU is continuing the process of third countries association, with seven countries (Georgia, Israel, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia) being added to the list in 

December only. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-invests-additional-eu673244-million-roll-out-eu-missions-health-climate-and-environment-2021-dec-16_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-looking-top-experts-advise-eu-missions-2022-jan-05_en
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/horizon-europe-bigger-and-more-complex-ever-some-cases
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EU Council on 26/11/2021 → conclusions on the governance structure of the new ERA and on Pact for R&I:

Governance structure of the new ERA: i) ERA policy agenda 2022-2024  → contains 20 actions to contribute to 

the priority areas defined in the Pact for R&I to be implemented on a voluntary basis (e.g.: Make EU R&I missions and 

partnerships key contributors to the ERA; An ERA for green transformation →  Development of a green hydrogen R&I 

ERA pilot action; Accelerate the green/digital transition of Europe’s key industrial ecosystems → Development of a 

policy approach to link industrial and R&I policies, notably on how to accelerate the industrial take-up of R&I results, 

and launch pilots in transport and energy industrial ecosystems – Complete list in the annex here); ii) ERA Forum: 

expert group composed of the Commission and Member States' representatives, to be established at the beginning of 

2022, tasked with enforcing the new ERA and monitoring the implementation of its policy agenda. 

New Pact for R&I → MS commit for the coming years to: i) a set of common EU principles and values for R&I; ii) come 

up w/ shared priority areas for voluntary joint action; iii) a renewed commitment to the goal of investing 3% of EU GDP 

in research and development

SUPEERA Policy Brief on the New European Research Area → Policy paper analysing the new ERA with particular 

reference to R&I challenges and industrial opportunities

The Commission has published a toolkit to mitigate foreign intereference in R&I activities, presented in combination with 

the new strategy for higher education.

European Research Area (ERA) & Pact for Research and Innovation

https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14308-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13701-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14308-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.supeera.eu/index.php?option=com_attachments&task=download&id=619:SUPEERA_PB_New_ERA
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-publishes-toolkit-help-mitigate-foreign-interference-research-and-innovation-2022-jan-18_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_365
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Clean Hydrogen Partnership

New name of the Fuel Cell and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking

€2 billion funding: €1 billion from the EU’s Horizon research funding and 

another €1 billion from industry partners

Change of name reflecting shifting of priorities from mobility towards applications for hydrogen in 

industrial use as reaction agents and feedstock, long-haul aviation, maritime shipping, back-ups for 

renewable energy and in large-scale heating grids

The main aims: 

Bring the cost of clean hydrogen below €1.8 per kilo by 2030

Reduce the distribution “costs to less than €1/kg at scale

The EU Commission expects hydrogen to represent 17% of new trucks’ fuel by 2030, in line with the goals of 

both the Partnership, the new Gas package unveiled in December, and the new TEN-E regulation

https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy/news/17-of-new-trucks-in-2030-will-run-on-hydrogen-eu-believes/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/political-agreement-reached-revised-ten-e-rules-cross-border-energy-infrastructure-2021-dec-15_en
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EU Taxonomy

EU Taxonomy (22/06/2020) → set of rules designed to provide investors with a common definition of what is green and

what is not in order to channel more capital into sustainable businesses. The list of activities that Europe considers “green”

or “transitional” investments will be laid down in the so-called ‘delegated acts’.

First delegated act: published at this link

Second delegated act: published at the end of 2021 → Newest proposals aim at qualifying nuclear and gas investments

as “green”, with limitations:

Nuclear → The nuclear power project has a plan, funds and a site to safely dispose of radioactive waste. Also,

permits for new nuclear plants need to be issued by 2045. The lifetime extension of existing power plants could also be

considered green “in view of the long lead times for investments in new nuclear generation capacity”

Gas → Considered environmentally sustainable if projects produce emissions below 270g of CO2 equivalent per

kilowatt-hour, a limit requiring carbon capture and storage technologies or the addition of hydrogen and/or

biogas to the fuel mix. Other conditions: obtaining construction permits by 31 December 2030 and the plants to be

technically equipped to burn low-carbon gases

Single Act: the whole proposal passes or fails as a single unit → Political cleavage between pro-nuclear countries (e.g.

FR) and anti-nuclear but pro-gas countries (e.g. DE). Spain, Austria, Luxembourg and Denmark: against both nuclear and

gas, but too few to meet the blocking threshold.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32020R0852
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2021:442:FULL&from=EN


//

POL WG // 27 January 2022

10
EU Gas Package (1/4)

15/12/21: EC’s 2nd batch of FF55 legislation, incl. ‘Hydrogen and Gas Market Decarbonisation package’ (“gas 

package”), legislation on methane emissions, energy performance of buildings, Communication on Sustainable 

Carbon Cycles

Comprises: revision of Regulation on natural gas transmission networks + revision of the Directive on common 

rules for the internal market on natural gas from 2009

Core aims of the updates:

establish the conditions for facilitating the rapid and sustained uptake of renewable and low-carbon 

gases,

improve market conditions and increase engagement of gas consumers,

better account for contemporary security of supply concerns, 

address price and supply concerns at the level of the Union,

recalibrate the structure and composition of regulatory bodies.

Under the current timeline → EU Member States required to transpose the Gas Directive into domestic law by 

31 December 2023, and the Gas Regulation would apply as of 1 January 2023. Timing to be confirmed on the 

basis of the legislative process (delays expected).

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/markets-and-consumers/market-legislation/hydrogen-and-decarbonised-gas-market-package_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/default/files/proposal-methane-emission-reductions-regulation.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/default/files/proposal-recast-energy-performance-buildings-directive.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2021-12/com_2021_800_en_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/default/files/proposal-revised-gas-markets-and-hydrogen-regulation.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites/default/files/proposal-revised-gas-markets-and-hydrogen-directive.pdf
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EU Gas Package (2/4)

Network

Entity for European Distribution System Operators (DSOs) to be set up

Network association for hydrogen network operators to be established: ‘The European Network for Network 

Operators of Hydrogen’ (ENNOH) → New notion of “Hydrogen Network Operator” (HNO): applies to all 

transport operators on hydrogen networks, without distinction between the transmission or distribution 

levels.

Hydrogen interconnection projects eligible to apply for funding if they fall within the scope of the wider Ten-

Year Network Development Plans (TYNDPs) of the European Network of Transmission System Operators 

for Gas ENTSOG - provided they are not already covered under the Important Projects of Common 

European Interest (IPCEIs)

The majority of the rules governing the existing natural gas network will remain relatively 

unchanged for decarbonised gases and also carry over for hydrogen networks. 
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EU Gas Package (3/4)

Market

Revised directive: “Low-carbon fuels (LCFs) such as low-carbon hydrogen (LCH) may play a role in the 

energy transition, particularly in the short and medium-term to rapidly reduce emissions of existing fuels, and 

support the uptake of renewable fuels such as renewable hydrogen.”

LCFs to be certified according to a lifecycle assessment (LCA) of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions

Neither the Gas Directive nor the Regulation make any meaningful distinction between the treatment of 

‘low carbon’ and ‘renewable’ fuels or gases.

Definition of ‘low-carbon hydrogen’ and ‘low-carbon gases’ establishing a “greenhouse gas emission 

reduction threshold of 70%.” The GHG in question is not specified nor the benchmark against which the 

70% reduction applies. ‘Renewable hydrogen’ and ‘renewable gases’ are defined in reference to the EU 

Renewable Energy Directive of 2018.

No specific targets or details on the phase-out of unabated fossil gas (also not defined) BUT 2049 as sunset 

date for the conclusion of unabated long-term gas supply contracts.

Member States must ensure that national law does not prevent the cross-border trade in gas and that no 

undue barriers exist within the internal market for gases as regards market entry and exit, trading and 

operation.

Aims to restrict market interference with suppliers’ price-setting discretion and contains provisions to ensure 

that prices are set by supply and demand. 
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EU Gas Package (4/4)

Consumers

Special provisions after widespread perception that consumer concerns in the gas sector were lagging 

behind the electricity sector – where they have been more recently bolstered through the Clean Energy 

Package (CEP)

Main provisions:

clarifying basic contractual rights of consumers;

regulating the right to switch;

introducing the “active customer” status;

specifying billing rights and obligations;

specifying rules on smart metering; 

introducing a protection regime for vulnerable consumers;

requiring the establishment of a national “single point of contact”, to provide customers with information 

on their rights, applicable laws and a dispute settlement mechanism.

https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-strategy/clean-energy-all-europeans_en
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Communication on Sustainable Carbon Cycles

Published on 15/12/21, available at this link

Sets out plans for the development of sectors including carbon farming, innovative industrial solutions 

and regulation

Introduces actions to support the upscale of carbon farming, aiming to encourage land managers to 

implement carbon sequestration and biodiversity protection technologies. By 2030, carbon farming initiatives 

should contribute 42Mt of CO2 storage to Europe's natural carbon sinks

Includes a plan to develop an internal market for capturing, using and storing carbon. This instrument should 

bring about the removal of 5Mt of CO2 annually by 2030. 

The EC intends to publish the regulatory framework for the carbon removal certification by the end of 2022.

The main bottleneck identified are the lack of capacity for transport and storage of CO2. The transport network 

needs to connect the current and future CO2 sources with the available CO2 storage sites and production sites 

consuming CO2, to track the carbon flow

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/system/files/2021-12/com_2021_800_en_0.pdf
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Guidelines on state aid for environmental protection and energy

Published on 21 December 2021, available at this link.

The new rules involve an alignment with the important EU objectives and targets set out in the European Green 

Deal. The new provisions include:

Broadened categories of investments and technologies that Member States can support. The revised rules 

generally allow for aid amounts up to 100% of the funding gap, especially where aid is granted following a 

competitive bidding process

Covering aid for numerous EGD areas, including prevention or reduction of pollution, aid for resource 

efficiency and circular economy, aid for biodiversity, for the remediation of environmental damage, energy 

performance of buildings, and clean mobility.

Introducing changes to the current rules on reductions on certain electricity levies for energy intensive 

users. The rules aim at limiting the risk that, due to these levies, relocate activities abroad. The guidelines 

cover the reductions in all levies financing decarbonisation and social policies.

Introducing safeguards to ensure that the aid is effectively directed where it is necessary

https://ec.europa.eu/competition-policy/system/files/2021-12/CEEAG_Guidelines_with_annexes_I_and_II_0.pdf


3) Tour de table
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Discussion

What are members currently working on in their 

respective organizations, especially with 

relevance to the EU and international policy 

agenda?



4) SUPEERA Developments
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State-of-play from the policy side (Task 3.2)

Last two activities of 2021:

Webinar on Energy Efficiency & Sufficiency:

Article / Presentations / Recording

100+ Participants

Policy Brief on the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change:

Link

Objectives for year 2022 (M24 to M36)

2 Webinars

1 Dedicated session at the 2022 EERA Annual Strategy Meeting

4 Policy Briefs to be published

https://supeera.eu/news-and-resources/511-news/3062-supeera-gathers-stakeholders-to-bring-forward-energy-efficiency-and-sufficiency-in-the-eu.html
https://supeera.eu/component/attachments/?task=download&id=736:SUPEERA_EnEffSuff
https://us06web.zoom.us/rec/play/hJI4pPOSY1xHP97kiHgvqjdUTxMsrGaEmrmYXoqp34-gPk0SvnTOZQIp893bj_x4W58iBojNOuvHQMhQ.V0iJCadP-QOpTK5a
https://supeera.eu/news-and-resources/511-news/3080-adaptation-policy-brief-proposes-r-i-challenges-to-address-the-impacts-of-a-warmer-climate.html
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Webinars & Policy Briefs: provisional topics & calendar

Webinars

1st: April/May on Hydrogen

2nd: November/December on Energy Transition Analysis

Policy Briefs

1st: By end of February/mid-March 2022: Recast of the Energy Efficiency Directive

2nd: By end of May/mid-June 2022: Biodiversity

3rd: By end of September/mid-October 2022: Sustainable Carbon Cycles

4th: By end of November/early December 2022: TBD

Topics can be changed depending on evolving EU policy agenda and project’s imperatives

Role of the Policy Working Group → Validation of topics chosen, quality assurance of content 

production and participation in the activities proposed 



5) EERA Strategy Working 
Group 



6) Consultations
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EC public consultations

Policy Topic Stage Close by

Energy Efficiency – Revision of the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive Open 18 March 2022 Submit feedback

Gas networks – revision of EU rules on market access Open 18 March 2022 Submit feedback

Climate Change – new rules to prevent methane leakage in the energy sector Open 18 March 2022 Submit feedback

Gas networks – revision of EU rules on market access Open 18 March 2022 Submit feedback

EU Solar Energy Strategy Open 12 April 2022 Submit feedback

Renewable energy projects – permit-granting processes & power-purchase

agreements

Open 12 April 2022 Submit feedback

Certification of carbon removals – EU rules In preparation First quarter 

2022

Link

EU energy policy – revamping the Strategic Energy Technology Plan In preparation Third quarter 

2022

Link

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12910-Energy-efficiency-Revision-of-the-Energy-Performance-of-Buildings-Directive_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12911-Gas-networks-revision-of-EU-rules-on-market-access_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12581-Climate-change-new-rules-to-prevent-methane-leakage-in-the-energy-sector_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12766-Gas-networks-revision-of-EU-rules-on-market-access_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13338-EU-solar-energy-strategy/public-consultation_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13334-Renewable-energy-projects-permit-granting-processes-&-power-purchase-agreements_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13172-Certification-of-carbon-removals-EU-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13260-EU-energy-policy-revamping-the-Strategic-Energy-Technology-Plan_en


7) For your agendas 
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EERA Events

EERA brokerage event: 1 February 2022, online – Info & registrations here

EERA #2 Webinar on EU Policies on Renewables, online - 18 March 2022

EERA General Assembly #12: 4 May 2022

EERA Annual Strategy Meeting: 22 & 23 June 2022

Energy Transition Expertise Centre Stakeholder Workshop: 31st January 2022, online – Info & 

Registrations here

EU Industry Days: 8-11 February 2022, online – Info & Registrations here

Info Day Climate, Energy & Mobility: 3 February 2022, online – Info & Registrations here

International Conference on Research Infrastructures (ICRI) 2022: 19-21 October 2022, Brno, Czechia –

More information here

External events

https://www.eera-set.eu/events/3091:eera-horizon-europe-brokerage-event.html
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/first-energy-transition-expertise-centre-stakeholder-workshop-2022-jan-31_en
https://eu-industry-days.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/events/upcoming-events/horizon-europe-info-days/cluster-5_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/international-conference-research-infrastructures-icri-2022-2022-oct-19_en


8) AOB 



Thank you!


