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1. Welcome and approval of the minutes of last POL WG meeting (25.02.21)

2. Latest policy developments on the EU side
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1) Draft minutes – POL WG 25.02.2021
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2) Latest EU policy 
developments



//

POL WG // 25 March 2021

2.1. Horizon Europe: Budget and Launch
6

TOTAL HEU Budget: €95.5 billion

15/03/2021: EC adopts the first strategic plan 

A few drafts of HEU 2021-2022 Work Programmes published

in the EU Transparency Portal

First calls for proposals to be launched in spring 2021 and presented at the European Research and Innovation 

Days on 23-24 June. Link to the Cluster 5 draft WP available here.

The UK’s association to HEU has been provisionally agreed, but the document has yet to be scrutinised by the 

EU Parliament 

UK organisations are able to participate in HEU calls, providing the agreement is officially adopted before the 

grants are signed. 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/funding/documents/ec_rtd_horizon-europe-strategic-plan-2021-24.pdf
http://mmail.dods.co.uk/ls/click?upn=TBSpwH2f8GghBtOAM5wSPcwyYpvVHCQ-2Bg7IODq-2Fb2lHE1GiRQIiMy267hHLR2UDUXVlzi8IHrdq3lD-2F8ylVJdE7sI3vR2-2B2GUU3Fm7snV4XB9GijiBBPHXKiynelIr-2FNBtB3_Ul1Qy3naDrgwIPxe9Or25FxgGWvnjD1bYKWCo0RczQZl3TTSjiI7zCmEIIxls4dBUFqLXNttxIkGdqocyUgiy3lYs-2BBLm8PSF9HIizCBzRJkxD3bY7HkaD-2B-2FpFb2ZTgRAV4NFePxlgh3W4BRYWR5sYywNCg9KnsJlrz5BBeua5yl3Dh6sV1dd-2BpC3pJF0cmMbglKdHVf5tSCD7UK-2F9Nfgw-3D-3D
http://mmail.dods.co.uk/ls/click?upn=3y83m-2F9nHcU-2BjXYVUmXCWvv2p06OE8iR3LJwpM21jVQLW952cB-2Bf5AP4eLy4iJrSa7YfFkQJ197WssB3yV2XDw-3D-3DnQaW_Ul1Qy3naDrgwIPxe9Or25FxgGWvnjD1bYKWCo0RczQZl3TTSjiI7zCmEIIxls4dBV1CvtHJCwc-2BqQkaEizqZmI0nKN-2Fk7WdK-2FeDJL6JoGed7jstvvMI2jfEBKlH2tR-2B0HUc1XW9VoEO4oErzUBB-2BJRnglUZOg6Z7Tiy1-2B-2BDEQp8yT-2B87lcSWeC5pbutLke74Hz0OPBekaEyl7OBYRyeblw-3D-3D
https://www.eera-set.eu/index.php?option=com_attachments&task=download&id=509:HORIZON-CL5-2021-2022_final-draft


2.2. The European Green Deal
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8
2.2.1. Key updates
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Set of EC policy initiatives to make Europe climate neutral by 2050

2020: European Industrial Strategy , Circular Economy Action Plan, EU Energy System 

Integration Strategy, EU Hydrogen Strategy, Renovation Wave, EU strategy 

on Offshore Renewable Energy, EU Climate Pact, 2030 Climate Target Plan.

2021: European Climate Law , “Fit for 55” legislative dossier.

Portuguese Presidency: Focus on the Climate Law (CL)

EU needs to decide on final climate target for 2030, to be enshrined in the CL

On this target: current fight between EU Council - 55% GHG reduction – and EP - 60% GHG 

reduction.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_437
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_1295
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_20_1296
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficient-buildings/renovation-wave_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/renewable-energy/eu-strategy-offshore-renewable-energy_en#:~:text=%20EU%20strategy%20on%20offshore%20renewable%20energy%20,ambitious%20energy%20and...%203%20Documents.%20%20More
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/eu-climate-action/pact_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0562&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52020PC0080&from=EN
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-a-european-green-deal/package-fit-for-55
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2.2.2. The EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change
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Adopted 24/02/21

Sets out how the EU can adapt to the unavoidable impacts of climate change & become climate 

resilient by 2050

Aims at making adaptation smarter, swifter and more systemic, as well as at stepping up 

international action

Focus on more and better data to bridge the knowledge gap

Notion of “just resilience”: need to address fundamental inequalities in society and protect the 

weakest and most vulnerable

EU research programmes and Climate KIC required to step up support to adaptation 

innovation

https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en
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2.2.3. RED III - Key aspects

: deliver on the EU's increased 

climate ambition for 2030 and 2050

Initially adopted in 2009 to deliver on EU goal of 

min 20 % share of renewables in final energy 

consumption by 2020, recast in 2018 to deliver on 

new goal of a min 32 % share by 2030

State of the Union Speech (16/09/20): 

VDL presented a plan to reduce the EU's GHG levels 

by at least 55 % in 2030 (compared to 1990 levels) → Need for a new RED revision

EC Work Programme 2021 → Revision expected by Q2 2021 (legislative proposal + impact assessment)



2.3. The New European 
Research Area (ERA)
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2.3.1. Key aspects
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30/09/2020 → EC Communication on a 

new European Research Area (ERA) 

for Research and Innovation

ERA = EU’s planned single market for research

4 Strategic objectives:

Prioritise investments and reforms in research and innovation towards the green and digital 

transition;

Improve access to excellent facilities and infrastructures for researchers across the EU;

Transfer results to the economy and foster EU competitiveness and leadership in the global tech 

setting;

Strengthen mobility of researchers and free flow of knowledge and technology.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2020:628:FIN
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2.3.2. New ERA & EERA Strategy Action Plan
13
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2.3.3. Focus on Improving EU Research careers
14

Objectives:

Stop brain drain and convert it into brain circulation

Encourage a smoother transfer of research careers from universities to the private sector

Tools:

EC + MS to work on a survey on researcher career progression in Europe and what makes 

some of them leave to work in North America or Asia by as soon as May 2021

EC and national agencies to work together to collect information on researcher recruitment 

and mobility, and career development patterns

Research ministers to develop a new code of conduct for the recruitment of researchers

Specific EU programmes that would help include research staff into companies, and for 

academia to recognise research activity carried out in the private sector
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2.3.4. The Forum for Transition
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04/02/21 → EC launches new ERA Forum for Transition

Expert Group on the FfT → informal EG of the Commission to provide advice and expertise to DG R&I for the 

preparation of the ERA governance Framework in partnership with EU countries.

of the Expert Group:

1. Provide recommendations on a new ERA governance framework

2. Cooperate on the development of the first ERA policy agenda and advance its work in line with the 

communication “a New ERA for Research and Innovation”

3. Provide input for a new yearly ERA Scoreboard to monitor ERA progress

4. Help draft a pact for R&I to convince MS to increase public R&D spending from the current average of 0.81% of 

GDP, to 1.25%

Composition of FfT → MS representatives (contacted started already) + one representative from each EEA/EFTA 

Country. European R&I stakeholders will be invited to participate in the discussions on the basis of their expertise.
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2.4. European Innovation Council
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€10 billion for the period 2021-27

EIC Fund: dedicated equity fund to scale up innovative start-ups and small and medium-sized businesses 

(SMEs)

Around €3 billion of the EIC's budget will go towards the EIC Fund.

The first annual work programme foresees over €1.5 billion in funding for 2021.

Other instruments:

EIC Pathfinder for multi-disciplinary research teams, worth €300 million, to undertake visionary research 

with the potential to lead to technology breakthroughs. Research teams can apply for up to €4 million in 

grants. 

Mostly open calls; €132 million allocated to tackle five Pathfinder challenges, among which green hydrogen

EIC Transition funding to turn research results into innovation opportunities, worth €100 million. This first 

EIC Transition call will focus on results generated by EIC Pathfinder pilot projects and European 

Research Council Proof of Concept projects
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2.5. Ongoing EC public consultations
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Policy Deadlines How

Mercury – EU Law 
02 April

2021
Feedback to survey (Link)

Funding clean technologies – proposed 

changes to Innovation Fund application 

procedure

14 April

2021
Feedback to survey (Link)

Climate change – new rules to prevent

methane leakage in the energy sector

1 May

2021
Feedback to survey (Link)

Measurement Research – European

partnership on metrology (Horizon Europe)

1 May

2021
Feedback to survey (Link)

Sustainable Products Initiative
9 June

2021
Feedback to survey (Link)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12924-Mercury-review-of-EU-law
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12877-Commission-Delegated-Regulation-amending-Regulation-EU-2019-856-as-regards-the-application-procedure-
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12581-Proposal-for-a-legislative-act-on-methane-leakage-in-the-energy-sector
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/11905-European-Partnership-on-Metrology
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12567-Sustainable-Products-Initiative


3) AOB



Thank you!


