
 
 

Declaration of Intent 
relating to the establishment of a  

European Energy Research Alliance (EERA) 
 
 
Context: the SET-plan 
As outlined in the European Strategic Energy Technology Plan (SET-plan), energy 
technologies will be crucial to successfully combat climate change and securing world 
and European energy supply. Achieving Europe's 2020 and 2050 targets on greenhouse 
gas emissions, renewable energy and energy efficiency will require the deployment of 
more efficient and new technologies. Europe's potential to develop a new generation of 
decarbonised energy technologies is enormous. However EU energy research is 
fragmented, dispersed and often under-funded. If the opportunity facing the EU is to be 
seized, actions to develop new energy technologies, lower their costs and accelerate the 
process to bring them to the market must be better organised and carried out more 
efficiently. 
 
Towards a European Energy Research Alliance 
We, the undersigned, a representative group of leading research institutes in Europe 
have taken up the challenge to establish a European Energy Research Alliance (EERA). 
Our initiative has been conceived with the close collaboration and support of  the 
European Commission. The EERA aims to strengthen, expand and optimise EU energy 
research capabilities through the sharing of world-class national facilities in Europe and 
the joint realisation of pan-European research programmes. Development of promising 
technologies is often hampered at national level as there appears to be sub-critical mass 
in individual countries. National and European energy R&D programmes have to be 
streamlined and coordinated, to achieve accelerated energy technology development 
which can subsequently be shared and implemented via the commercial community. 
The primary focus of the EERA will be on the strategic and targeted development of 
next generations of energy technologies drawing on results from fundamental research 
and maturing technologies to the point where it can be embedded in industry driven 
research. 
 
Governance of the EERA 
As soon as the EERA has successfully been established and an appropriate governance 
structure is implemented, membership of the EERA will in principle be open to all 
research organisations that can contribute to achieving its objectives. Research 
organisations from the new Member States will in particular be invited to join. In the 
foreseen governance structure, a distinction will be made between membership of the 
steering committee and membership on a programme level. We, the undersigned, agree 
to constitute the initial founding group and steering committee of the EERA. 
Participation at programme level will be open to all research organisations that can 
bring in significant R&D capacity and own resources to a Joint Programme of research 
in a particular field. The EERA will evolve over time as experience is gained in the 



implementation of Joint Programmes, possibly towards a legal structure in accordance 
with the EC Treaty. 
 
Key objectives of the EERA 
The high-level objectives of the Alliance will be to: 
– Accelerate the development of new energy technologies by conceiving and 

implementing Joint Programmes of research in support of the SET-Plan priorities, 
pooling and integrating activities and resources, combining national and Community 
sources of funding and maximising complementarities and synergies, including 
international partners. 

– Work towards a long term, durable integration of excellent but dispersed research 
capacities across the EU, overcoming fragmentation, optimising the use of 
resources, building additional research capacity and developing a comprehensive 
range of world class pan-European energy research infrastructures. 

– Strengthen Europe’s capacity to initiate and execute large precompetitive high-risk 
high-gain research and development programmes. 

– Develop links and sustained partnerships with industry to strengthen the interplay 
between research outcomes and innovation, facilitate industry access to world-class 
research and ensure the early take-up of promising results. 

– Develop training, education and outreach activities, encouraging researcher mobility, 
providing a training environment for new researchers and professionals in strategic 
energy sectors and raising public awareness. 

 
Main tasks of the EERA 
In order to contribute to achieving the SET-Plan objectives and strengthen the research 
base in the EU, the EERA aims to:  
– Identify and define Joint Programmes of research to be carried out by EERA-

coalitions consistent with the SET-Plan taking into account activities of European 
Technology platforms and Industry Groupings. 

– Implement Joint Programmes through the exploitation of existing 'own' resources 
(staff, facilities and funding as appropriate) from participating organisations, 
according to agreed rules, and attracting additional resources from other sources 
adding to scale and impact while ensuring coherence with other activities in the 
same fields. 

– Share information and strategic plans to help identify strengths, weaknesses, 
overlaps and gaps, to determine potential areas coordinated efforts.  

– Proactively engage with industry to create and exploit partnerships of mutual interest 
and benefit. 

– Support prenormative research efforts at Community level for energy technologies. 
– When appropriate, engage in International Cooperation actions with leading research 

organisations in developed and emerging nations in support of the EU strategy on 
energy technology.  

– Systematically monitor and review the progress of the Alliance and its research 
programmes, using appropriate indicators, in association with the SET-Plan 
Information System (SETIS). 

 
We, the undersigned, fully subscribe to these objectives and tasks and reiterate our 
willingness to constitute the initial founding group of the European Energy Research 
Alliance. To this end we have established a secretariat function and will work 
proactively over the coming months, with the European Commission, to define the 
working modalities of the Alliance and the processes needed to launch the first Joint 
Programmes in 2009. 






